
 

 

Genetic Engineering “Ground Zero”, Pesticides And The 
Movement For Change in Hawai`i. 
 
Gary Hooser, Council Member, County of Kauai, Hawaii 
will be one of the guest speakers at the anti-Syngenta congress organized 
by MultiWatch and the institute of sociology in Basel, April 24 and 25. He 
writes about the movement in Hawaii:  
 
Hawai`i is global “ground zero” (or the epicenter) for the research and 
experimentation of genetically modified (GMO) seeds and the related use of 
highly toxic “Restricted Use” Pesticides.  These seeds are engineered to 
withstand high levels of pesticides, in new or experimental combinations.  
 
The operations by 5 of the largest chemical companies in the world (Syngenta, 
BASF, Dupont, Monsanto, and Dow Chemical) are conducted in secret; their 
experimental crops are grown in the open air; and they apply tons of toxic 
pesticides in areas close to schools, hospitals, homes and sensitive streams and 
shore waters.  In fact, school-children and teachers near one of the fields have 
collapsed multiple times after smelling noxious odors, forcing the Teachers’ 
Association to go to court for a restraining order. 
 
Many of the pesticides and chemicals used by these companies, such as 
atrazine and paraquat are banned in the European Union and many other 
countries. 
 
Led by Swiss chemical giant Syngenta Corp., these chemical companies are 
fighting the tiny islands of Kaua`i, Hawai`i and Maui to prevent them from passing 
laws to protect the health of their citizens and pristine natural environment. 
 
On Kaua`i thousands of residents marched in the streets and slept on the 
sidewalks outside government offices in a year long effort to pass these new 
regulations. The Kauai law was modest, simply requiring the chemical companies 
to not spray restricted use pesticides next to schools, hospitals and homes, and 
to disclose the presence of their GMO crops and their pesticide use.  On Maui, 
over half of the voters voted to place a moratorium on GMO experiments until a 
study was conducted proving they were safe.  On the island of Hawai`i, the local 
government passed a law keeping out new GMO crops. 
 
The chemical corporations, however, have refused to comply with these laws and 
are using their power and resources to delay enforcement while the battles are 
fought in court -- essentially suing these local governments for the right to spray 
poisons and grow experimental crops out doors next to schools, hospitals and 
homes. 
 



 

 

Over the past two years Syngenta, BASF, Monsanto, Dupont-Pioneer and Dow 
Agrosciences have spent millions of dollars fighting against community-based 
grassroots efforts, and working to keep these laws from being passed by local 
governments. These giant chemical companies continue to conduct experiments 
with dangerous pesticides and genetically modified organisms not approved for 
human consumption, nor approved for release into the open general 
environment. 

Growing and experimenting with genetically modified organisms, using 
experimental pesticides and spraying a wide array of restricted and non restricted 
pesticides on a mass scale have impacts on our islands, our health and our 
environment.   

 

But because the companies are fighting disclosure, neither the community nor 
the government can do any research or evaluation of what the direct impacts 
these operation are on the community’s health and natural environment.  

 

The people of Hawai`i are committed to achieving justice and are pursuing every 
avenue possible to force these corporations to comply with the will of the local 
residents.  Whether it be in the courts, in the halls of government, or in the 
streets and coffee shops, Hawaii’s people will prevail. 

 

You can help by supporting local organizations on the ground in Hawai`i working 
on the issue such as: 

The Hawai`i Alliance for Progressive Action 

The Hawai`i Center for Food Safety 

Hawai`i Seed 
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