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Switzerland: Headquarter of many
transnational companies
Switzerland is the headquarter of many
transnationals such as Glencore, Nestle,
Holcim, Novartis, Roche
Swiss FDI (foreign direct investment)
capital stock 2012:
1071 Billion Swiss
Francs
Corresponds to Net National Wealth of
Denmark or one third of India
181 Billions in Central and South America
107 Billion in Asia
9 Billions in Africa

FDI Outflows 2012: 7th largest worldwide
Almost 3 Mio employees of Swiss
companies outside Switzerland
Many headquarters have moved to
Switzerland due to tax dumping,
particularly in commodity trade

Transnational Companies
Undermine democracy by their sheer
monopolistic power
Systematically use disparities between
different states created by the law of
unequal and combined development, to
create monopoly rents and surplus profits
Systematically source their production to
countries with lower labour costs, weaker
environment protection laws and lower
tax level
Systematically optimize their taxes by
using tax competition
Use an international system without
democratic legitimation in order to
enforce (World Trade Organisation, World
Bank, et.al) free trade and accumulation
through dispossession
Very often partner with dictatorial and
undemocratic local regimes

MultiWatch – Campaign for Human Rights
in the Global South
Broad alliance of Swiss unions, relief
organisations , development
organisations and Church organisations,
left political parties and globalisation
critics
Watching Swiss multinational companies
and publishing breaches of Human Rights
Part-time office
network with victims in the Global South
www.multiwatch.ch in German and
French
Since 2005, working mainly on Nestlé,
Glencore and Holcim
Subgroup founded in Basel 2014
Syngenta campaign 2015 planned

Syngenta is one of the leading Swiss
transnational companies
Syngenta Results 2013:
Sales US$ 14,8 Bio
Net Income US$ 1,6 Bio
28’000 Employees in 90 countries
Headquarter: Basel
Research: CH, UK, USA, F, China,
India
Production: CH, UK, USA, F, Brasil,
China, India
Largest Swiss Companies 2010:
Number 19
Emerged from Ciba-Geigy, Novartis,
Astro-Zeneca

www.syngenta.com/global/corporate/en

Syngenta: World market leader in
pestizides and No 3 in seed business
Pestizide Producers

Seed Producers

Source: Declaration of Berne, Agropoly

Syngenta in the news these days

November 2014: Syngenta cuts 1800 jobs worldwide – 500 in Basel.
Syngenta sponsors Basel’s appearance at the Milano World Expo 2015,
Nestle sponsors the Swiss pavillon.
The Basel government romances big transnationals – we don’t!

Why we started campaigning on
Syngenta in 2008
In October 2007 members of a
security company hired by Syngenta
killed two members of the Brazil
Movimiento de trabajadores rurales
sin tierra (MST) in a GMO trial field in
Santa Teresa da Oeste

Valmir Mota de Oliveira, o “Keno”,
Leader of MST, killed 2007
Demonstration in
Basel 2008 against
Syngenta, remembering
Valmir

The peasants were demonstrating
against GMO Maize near a protected
nature sanctuary
The murder happened on Syngentas
premises.
Syngenta was found guilty before a
Brazilian court and had to pay a fine
of US$ 0.5 Mio

The famous case of Paraquat and the
right to health
The highly toxic herbizide Paraquat is
forbidden in Switzerland since the
1960s and in the EU since 2007
NGOs such as the PAN Network and
the Declaration of Berne have been
leading a campaign against Paraquat
for many years now
Syngenta still sells Paraquat in the
global South, were peasants lack the
education and the protection needed
New studies link Paraquat to
Parkinson disease
Maria Rodriguez, 90 years old Health
Minister of El Savador, says, Paraquat
is the cause of thousands of death
cases in Central America

Using Syngentas herbicide in Senegal
Source: Der Spiegel

Permanent People’s Tribunal 2011
PERMANENT PEOPLE'S TRIBUNAL
SESSION ON AGROCHEMICAL TRANSNATIONAL
CORPORATIONS
(Bangalore, 3-6 December 2011)
The six TNCs are responsible for gross,
widespread and systematic violations of the
right to health and life, economic, social and
cultural rights, as well as of civil and political
rights, and women and children's rights.
The United States, Switzerland, and Germany
(Home States), have demonstrably failed to
comply with their internationally accepted
responsibility to promote and protect human
rights, especially of vulnerable populations.
These three States, where the six
corporations are registered and
headquartered, have failed to adequately
regulate, monitor and discipline these
entities by national laws and policy; have
unjustifiably promoted a double standard
approach prohibiting the production of
hazardous chemicals at home while allowing
their own TNCs unrestrained license for these
enterprises in other States, especially of the
Global South.

Syngenta has a human rights responsibility for
the impact on the food value chain
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The right to food means right to land,
seed and small-scale irrigation
Jean Ziegler

“[t]he right to food is, above all, the right to be able to feed oneself in dignity.This
encompasses the right to have access to resources and to the means to ensure and
produce one’s own subsistence, including land, small-scale irrigation and seeds (..)”
(Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Jean Ziegler, A/HRC/7/5, 10
January 2008, at para. 18 )

Peasants right to seeds and traditional
agricultural knowledge and practice
The Declaration of the rights of
peasants states the right to seeds
and traditional agricultural
knowledge and practice
Intellectual property rights
fostered by the WTO and the Swiss
diplomacy tend to deprave
peasants of these rights
Hybrid and GMO technology make
seeds an object of intellectual
property rights to the detriment of
small peasants
Syngenta is involved in several
cases of biopiracy, for example in
Chhattisgarh

Peasants’ right to land and territory
Syngentas Corn and Soya seeds
and pestizides foster the
development of large
monocultural areas of industrial
agriculture
Large areas of Latin America are
used for Soybeans-production
for animal food
Local small peasants and
indigenous populations are
driven away from their land
Syngenta and Monsanto involved
in coup against elected and
GMO-critical president Lugo of
Paraguay in June 2012

Syngenta adverts declare
Paraguay and Brazil as
Soya country

Peasants right to biological diversity
The three largest seed companies
share more than 50% of the market
for registered seed
Monopoly power leads to the
destruction of thousands of local
seed variants
The combination of hybrid and
GMO seeds and pestizides destroys
biological diversity
Syngentas pestizides are suspected
to cause the destruction of bees
Greenpeace action against
Syngenta 2013

Syngenta’s GMO maize GA 21 and the
rights of indigenous peoples in Columbia
Columbian NGO “Corporacion Grupo
Semillas” writes that the acceptance
of GMO seeds has violated the rights
of indigenous peoples in Columbia.
Syngenta’s GMO maize GA 21 is one of
the seeds referred to.
Article 31
Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain,
control, protect and develop their cultural
heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional
cultural expressions, as well as the
manifestations of their sciences, technologies
and cultures, including human and genetic
resources, seeds, medicines, knowledge of
the properties of fauna and flora, oral traditions,
literatures, designs, sports and traditional games
and visual and performing arts

Syngenta is not the solution. It is part of
the problem!
Syngenta argues population growth
calls for more productive plants and
industrialised agriculture
Agrobusiness MNCs say they can
solve the problem – instead of the
peasants and peoples. This is deeply
un-democratic
«The Good Growth Plan» abstracts
from social inequalities, the need
for land reform and contradicts the
findings of the UN FAO report. There
is enough food to feed the world.
But we need more justice.

Please help us!
Follow our information on www.multiwatch.ch !
Help publishing Syngentas breeches of human rights ! Mail at
basel@multiwatch.ch
Swiss NGOs: support MultiWatch!
Do you want the slides of this presentation? Please give us your email-adress
and the name of your organisation !

Background-Slides

Most relevant Declarations
UNDH, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations General
Assembly in Paris on 10 December 1948 General Assembly resolution 217 A
(III), ( most notably Article 25)
The Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples United Nations Resolution 1514, adopted by the UN General Assembly
on December 14, 1960.
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). multilateral
treaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 16 December 1966,
and in force from 23 March 1976
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 2007
La Via Campesina. Declaration of Rights of Peasants – Women an Men

Declaration of the rights of peasants
Chronology
2008 La Via Campesina “Declaration of the
Rights of Peasants – Men and Women”
2009 invited by the UN Council
2009 Background Papers by Jean Ziegler,
Christophe Golay: “Peasant Farmers and the
Right to Food”
2009 Christophe Golay: “Seed Policies and the
right to food”
2012 March Final Study adopted
(A/HRC/19/75)
2012 27 September UN-HCR resolution 21/19
decides to start an Open-ended
intergovernmental working group for a draft on
the rights of peasants and other people
working in rural areas
23 Member States voted in favour, 15 abstained
and nine voted against the text
Opposition USA and some EU countries
Switzerland: abstention

2013 July Meetings of the workgroup,
chairperson Ms Navarro Llanos, Bolivia.
Draft Declaration
USA and some EU countries opposition

2014 July UN-HCR renews the mandate of the
working group
29 votes in favor, 13 abstentions, and 5 votes
against.
Switzerland wit no vote this time, but as a cosponsor of the Bolivian proposition (!!!!!!)

November 2014 University of Geneva
organizes training courses on the declaration
2nd Session of the workgroup will be held in
Rome in February 2015

Declaration of the rights of peasants
Draft 2013 (excerpts)
(4) Right to land and territory
Peasants have the right to benefit from
land reform. Latifundia must not be
allowed. Land has to fulfil its social
function. Land ceilings to landownership
should be introduced whenever
necessary in order to ensure equitable
access to land

(5) Right to seeds and traditional
agricultural knowledge and practice
1. Peasants have the right to determine the
varieties of the seeds they want to plant.
2. Peasants have the right to reject
varieties of plants which they consider to
be dangerous economically, ecologically and
culturally.
3. Peasants have the right to reject the
industrial model of agriculture.

(10) Right to biological diversity
1. Peasants have the right to protect,
preserve and develop biological
diversity, individually and collectively.
2. Peasants have the right to reject
patents threatening biological diversity,
including on plants, food and medicine.
3. Peasants have the right to reject
intellectual property rights on goods,
services, resources and knowledge that
are owned, maintained, discovered,
developed or produced by local peasant
communities.
4. Peasants have the right to reject
certification mechanisms established by
transnational corporations. Local
guarantee schemes run by peasants’
organizations with government support
should be promoted and protected.

UN Global Compact – Business and
Human Rights
June 2011 decision by UN Human
Rights Council
Framework «Protect, Respect and
Remedy»
“This responsibility means
companies must know their actual or
potential impacts, prevent and
mitigate abuses, and address adverse
impacts with which they are
involved. “
THE UN GUIDING PRINCIPLES
ON BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
AN INTRODUCTION

UN Global Compact: 8000 Companies
in 90 countries, Syngenta supports it
Rather toothless!

Syngenta and Ukraine
Selling Up !
The WikiLeaks Cables lobbying for GMO
2011, WikiLeaks released US
diplomatic cables showing that
the US State Department has
been lobbying worldwide for
Monsanto and other
biotechnology corporations like
DuPont, Syngenta, Bayer and
Dow..

Member Organisations of MultiWatch

Bern

Supporters of MultiWatch

Kontakt Reformierte Kirchen Bern-Jura-Solothurn
Fachstelle OeME (Oekumene, Mission,
Entwicklungszusammenarbeit)

